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June 23, 2021 

 

The Honorable Phil Murphy, Governor of New Jersey 
Office of Governor 
PO Box 001 
Trenton, NJ 08625 
 
Dear Governor Murphy, 

As members of the Township of Franklin Board of Education, our responsibility is to advocate for 

our students and be the educational voice of our community.  Therefore, as our district leaders 

are preparing for the full-time, in-person return of our students for the 2021-22 school year, we 

are strongly encouraging you to allow parents/guardians the ability to make their own decision 

when it comes to masking their children in the fall. 

Over the past 15 months, our district has tirelessly navigated this global pandemic.  Our staff, 

students, parents, and community have ensured that all of the safety requirements outlined in 

our detailed reopening plan were met.  Those efforts resulted in our students being offered in-

person schooling for the entire 2020-21 school year.   Our community voiced their appreciation 

for our efforts via the positive results received in our pandemic response survey.  However, they 

also sent a very clear message of opposition to masking their children.    

As a Board of Education, we are aware that the mandates included in Executive Order No. 175 

are set to expire, and we are excited that our state will be one step closer to normalcy.  

However, given the struggles faced this year with inconsistencies between varying executive 

orders and sharply differing expectations for masking, it is imperative that state officials provide 

clear and precise guidance to school districts.  Allowing families to make individual decisions in 

regards to masking their children will eliminate the mass confusion and frustration experienced 

this year.    

As we look forward to the 2021-22 school year, it is our hope that the current trend of increased 

vaccinations and low COVID-19 transmission rates will continue.  We are committed to working 

collaboratively with local and state health officials to ensure a healthy and safe school 

environment.  

Yours in Education, 

Township of Franklin Board of Education  

c: Board of Education Members 


